A Home Away From Home 

The college athletes who commit to play for the Spokane RiverHawks for the summer come from around the Northwest and across the country. These athletes play for the RiverHawks not only to improve their baseball skills, but to provide opportunities for family entertainment for fans in Spokane. The reason that these players can do that, is because of the generosity of families in Spokane who open their homes to the players traveling from out-of-town to play for the RiverHawks.

Each season, a majority of the players on the RiverHawks stay with local Host Families during the summer. For many of these families, it’s an experience not soon forgotten. 

“At first it was tough to imagine welcoming a college baseball player into our home,” said Troy and Kris Mallonee, who hosted Kraig Sitton of Oregon State in 2007, and are opening their home to him again this year. “Within days of having Kraig stay with us, all of our concerns of hosting a 19+ year-old student-athlete were put to rest.”
The Mallonees, like many families, were initially concerned that being a host family would require an extensive time commitment on their part. That concern, they soon discovered, was misplaced. 

“[The] players stick to a rigorous schedule, and require limited time from their host families,” the Mallonees said. “When they were not the road they’re usually playing home games or practicing.”

While the commitment to be a host family doesn’t require as much time as many people might expect, it does require a commitment to the player. The host family provides a bedroom for the player, as well as up to three meals per day during the times that the player is home, which is typically only about half of the season. 
In exchange for that commitment, the player will help mentor any young baseball players in the family, serving as role model by providing tips on the sport and insight into what it takes to be successful. Host families also receive complimentary season tickets as well as discounts on RiverHawks merchandise and reduced rates for hotel rooms for out-of-town games. As the Mallonees, discovered, however, the biggest benefit to hosting is one you can’t put a price tag on. 

“Kraig’s level of respect to his host family and commitment to summer athletics was beyond our expectations,” they said. ”The time that was spent with Kraig, at home games or just at home, enriched our entire family’s summer. It was truly a family experience.”

For more information about giving a RiverHawks player a home away from home, visit www.spokaneriverhawks.com or call 509-244-HAWK. 
